Factual Claims, Opinions and Common Place Assertions

	Factual Claims (Facts)
	Opinion
	Commonplace Assertion

	Can be PROVEN with data, observations and reliable resources
	States an individual person’s belief, feeling or thought
	A statement that many people believe to be true, but which may or not be true.

	Factual Claim- “The 2011 Summer Arts Festival had the largest attendance since the festival began in 1995.”

Could you prove this?  Yes, with attendance records
	Opinion- “The 2011 Summer Arts Festival was the best one ever!”

Could you prove this?  No, there is a judgment word, “best” and not everyone would have agreed that that particular year was the best.
	Commonplace Assertion-“Art lifts the human spirit.”

Many people probably do find this to be true and accurate.  However, there is some room for debate.  Some art is dark and depressing and does “lift the spirit” in the way commonly meant.  Others may question what is considered art. 
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